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CANTO.HK

Many, many years ago
there was an Emperor who
was so excessively fond of
new clothes [;] that he spent
all his money on them.
He cared nothing about his
soldiers, nor for the the-
atre, nor for driving in
the woods. 7] Of course, for
the sake of showing off his
new clothes he would make
exceptions now and then.
For every hour in the day
he had a special costume.
Instead of saying as one does

about any other King or
Emperor, “He is in his
council chamber,” [13! here in
this country, one always said,

“The Emperor is in his
dressing-room.”
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CANTO.HK

In the great town where
he lived life was very
gay. hosts of strangers
came to visit it every day,

and among them one day
two swindlers. (19! They gave
themselves out as weavers,

and said that they knew
how to weave the most
beautiful stuffs imaginable.

Not only were the colours
and patterns unusually fine,

but the clothes that were
made of these stuffs had
a peculiar quality: [>5] to every
person who was not fit for
the office he held, or if
he was impossibly dull [--] the
clothes becomes invisible.

“Those must be splen-
did clothes,” thought the Em-
peror. 29| “By wearing them I
should be able to discover
which men in my kingdom
are unfitted for their posts.
I shall distinguish the wise
men from the fools. [3;] Yes, I
certainly must order (5! some
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of that stuff to be woven for
me!”

He paid the two swindlers
a lot of money in advance
so that they might begin their
work at once.

They did put up two
looms and pretended to
weave, [39/ but they had noth-
ing whatever upon their shut-
tles. [0} At the outset [..:| they
asked for a quantity of the
finest silk (.21 and the purest
gold thread, all of which

they put into their own
bags while they worked
away at the empty looms
far into the night.
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The Emperor thought to
himself, “I should like to
know how those weavers are
getting on with the stuff,”
but when he reflected that

anyone who was stupid or
unfit for his post would
not be able to see it, he
telt a little queer. [5; The Em-
peror certainly thought that
he need have no fears for him-
self, but still he thought

he would send somebody
else first to see how it was get-
ting on. (56! Everybody in the
town knew (571 what wonder-
ful power the stuff possessed,

and everyone was anxious
to see how stupid his neigh-
bour was.

The Emperor thought,

“I will send my faith-
ful old minister to the
weavers,” (011 “He will be best
able to see how the stuff
looks, for he is a clever
man and no one fulfils his
duties better than he does!”
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CANTO.HK

So the good old minister

went into the room where
the two swindlers sat
working at the empty loom.

“Heaven preserve us!”
thought the old minister,
opening his eyes very wide.

“Why, I can’t see a
thing!” But he took care
not to say so.

Both the swindlers begged
him to be good enough to
step a little nearer, and
asked if he did not think it
a good pattern and beautiful
colouring. They pointed
to the empty loom, and
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CANTO.HK

the poor old minister stared
as hard as he could (/¢! but he
could not see anything, [+~ | for
of course there was nothing
to see.

“Good heavens!”

thought he, [50] “is it possible
that I am a fool. I have
never thought so and no-
body must know it. (3] Am I
not fit for my post? [54] It will

never do to say that I cannot
see the stuffs.”

“Well, sir, you don’t say
anything about the stuff,”
said the one who was pre-
tending to weave.

“Oh, it is beautiful! quite
charming!” said the old
minister looking through his
spectacles; “this pattern
and these colours! I will
certainly tell the Emperor
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CANTO.HK

that the stuft pleases me very
much.”

“We are delighted to
hear you say so,” said
the swindlers, and then
they named all the colours

and described the peculiar
pattern. (96| The old minister
paid great attention to what
they said, (97! so as to be able
to repeat it when he got home
to the Emperor.

Then the swindlers went

on to demand more
money, more silk, and
more gold, to be able

to proceed with the weaving;
but they put it all

into their own pockets —
not a single strand was

ever put into the loom,

but they went on as before

weaving at the empty loom.
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The Emperor soon sent
another faithful official
to see how the stuff was get-
ting on, and if it would
soon be ready. The same
thing happened to him as to
the minister; he looked
and looked, but as there
was only the empty loom,
he could see nothing at all.

“Is not this a beauti-
tul piece of stuft?” said
both the swindlers, show-
ing and explaining the
beautiful pattern and colours
which were not there to be
seen.
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“I know I am not a
tool!” thought the man,

“so it must be that I am
unfit for my good post!
It is very strange though!
however one must not let it
appear!” [122] So he praised the
stuff he did not see, and
assured them of his de-
light in the beautiful colours
and the originality of the de-
sign. He said to the Em-
peror, “It is absolutely
charming!” Everybody in
the town was talking about
this splendid stuff.

Now the Emperor
thought he would like to see it
while it was still on the loom.

So, accompanied by a
number of selected courtiers,

among whom were the
two faithful officials who
had already seen the imagi-
nary stuff, [15;/ he went to visit
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the crafty impostors, [134] who
were working away as hard as
ever they could at the empty
loom.

“It is magnificent!”
said both the honest offi-
cials. “Only see, your
Majesty, what a design!
What colours!” And they
pointed to the empty loom,

for they thought that no
doubt the others could
see the stuff.

“What!” thought the
Emperor; “I see nothing
at all! This is terrible! Am I a
fool? Am I not fit to be
Emperor? Why, nothing
worse could happen to me!”
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“Oh, it is beautiful!” said
the Emperor. “It has my
highest approval!” and as
he gazed at the empty loom,

he nodded his satisfac-
tion. Nothing would in-
duce him to say that he could
not see anything.

The whole suite gazed
and gazed, but saw noth-
ing more than all the others.

However, they all ex-
claimed with his Majesty,

“It is very beautiful!” and
they advised him, on the
occasion of a great procession
which was just about to take
place, (1571 to wear a suit made
of this wonderful cloth.

“It is magnificent! gorgeous!
excellent!” went from
mouth to mouth; they
were all equally delighted
with it. The Emperor
gave each of the rogues an
order of knighthood to
be worn in their buttonholes
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and the title of “gentle-
men weavers.”

Before the day on which
the procession was to take

place, The swindlers sat
up the whole night, burn-
ing sixteen candles; SO

that people might see
how anxious they were
to get the Emperor’s new
clothes ready:. They pre-
tended to take the stuff off

the loom. They cut it
out in the air with a huge
pair of scissors, and

they stitched away with nee-
dles without any thread in
them. At last they said:

“Now the Emperor’s new
clothes are ready!”

The Emperor, with his
grandest courtiers, went
to them himself, and both
the swindlers raised one arm
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in the air, as if they
were holding something, and
said: “See, these are the
trousers, this is the coat,
here is the mantle!” and
SO on. “It is as light
as a spider’s web. One
might think one had nothing
on, but that is the very
beauty of it!”

“Yes!” said all the
courtiers, but they could
not see anything, for
there was nothing to see.

“Will your imperial
majesty be graciously pleased
to take off your clothes,”
said the impostors, “so
that we may put on the
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new ones, along here before
the great mirror.”

The Emperor took off all
his clothes, and the im-
postors pretended to give him

one article of dress after
the other, of the new ones
which they had pretended to
make. They pretended to
fasten something round his
waist and to tie on some-
thing; this was the robe,

and the Emperor turned
round and round in front of
the mirror.

“How  well  his
majesty looks in the new
clothes! How becoming they

are!” cried all the people
round. “What a design,
and what colours! They

are most gorgeous robes!”
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Said the master of the
ceremonies, “The canopy is
waiting outside which
is to be carried over your
majesty in the procession so
to shelter you from the glar-
ing sun.”

“Well, I am quite
ready,” said the Emperor.
“Don’t the clothes fit
well?” and then he turned
round again in front of the
mirror, so that he should
seem to be looking at his
grand things.

The chamberlains who
were to carry the train
stooped [-:-] and pretended to
lift it from the ground with
both hands, and they
walked along with their hands
in the air. They dared not
let it appear that they could
not see anything.
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Then the Emperor
walked, under the gorgeous
canopy, along in the pro-
cession, and everybody
in the streets and at the win-
dows exclaimed, “How
beautiful the Emperor’s new
clothes are! What a
splendid train! And they fit
to perfection!” Nobody
would let it appear that he
could see nothing, for
then he would not be fit for

his post, or else he was a
fool.

None of the Emperor’s
clothes had been so success-

ful before.

“But he has got nothing
on,” said a little child.

“Oh, listen to the inno-
cent,” said its father;
and one person whispered to

EmpErOR’s NEw CLoTHES Bl EEHT 17



4
SR1%

— A

A AB 2 3 7
ERRERIER
TERAIEE © o TRIEAT
BEORE o —(EZ%T
AT EERE ||

1% FTAE B AR—
HEURIE TREEH
HBEERE | |

B T34 -
B EnsE AP ey vl &
EEE (B {325

[RERR T 23 RAR
P JBHERERIE | Fr
DUt EE S0 R 36 15 FAn{E
B SRR RNEE
WRANTF > BEEE
W2 AT ©

jan_, jau. sai-3sai-sseng” tung, daissaam 'go-3jan,, gong™ ni"'go-3

A X B B B & £ = @ A ®Ow E
sai-s lou_,gong”> gwo-3 ge-3je.s gwok-3wong_, mat™ je.s saam™ dou™ mou.s
w B % B F W I T b ow ¥ & A

zoek_g siu” pang_, jau-s waa_ keois mat™'je-s saam™' dou™ mou.szoek-: aa-3

2 00N R kK # OE b owm o #H " £ W !

zeoi-3hau_, so”jausjan_ dou'jat™ cai_, aai-3 gwok-3wong_, zan™' hai_
g5 % m B A ® — F w: 0 A I A %
mat™'je.s saam~' dou™ mou.szoek-3 aa-3

v o®m ¥ ®w x £ w !

gwok-3wong_, hou”zang™ zaat-s jan™" wai_q keoi.szi™' dou-3 daai_s gaa™

F o8 # O H & (E & B K %X
aai-3gan” ceot ™' lai_, ge—3 hai_sSi_ sat_g daan_ hai_g keoissjing_s wai_,
woOF 4 R E % EOF B % E R A I
lai_, dou-3ni"'go—swai” ceon_, jau_, bit™'seoi ' gai-3zuk_s lok_ heoi-3 507 jis
OB OB oM’ X ¥ % A O # & % £ 17 JZ e

keoissbei”zi~' cin_, keisdak™ gang—gaa™ goen g keisdak ' gang-3gaa'zik_,
fE kb zwm © /& EE m £# & /& E m H
ji, Noigsi_s  zau_g gai-3zuk_s geoi”*zyu_s deoi-shung™ hung'jyu_, jaa-s ge-3sau™

R F B B O& 2 T H® Oz oz W ot W F

toi_, zyu_s hung™'hung'jyu_, jaa-s ge-sm_ zi ' mat™ dung™ dung™

# 4 =Z= =z W W EHE L R R °

CANTO.HK

the other what the child
had said. “He has nothing
on, a child says he has
nothing on!”

At last cried all the peo-
ple: “But the Emperor
has nothing on!”

The emperor writhed,

for he knew it was
true, but he thought
“the procession must go on
now,” so he held him-
self stiffer and straighter than
ever, and the chamber-
lains continue to raise their
empty hands that holds up

the invisible something.
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